LIST OF THE REPRODUCTIONS

1. A bison at rest with its head turned. Go-
loured painting, about life-size, on the roof of
the cave of Altamira (Northern Spain). Later
Palaeolithic period (about 20 ooo years before
our era). From Breuil and Obermaier, The
Cave of Altamira, Madrid 1935.

2.  Ochre-painted pebbles from the cave of
Mas d'Azil (France, foothills of the Pyrenees).
Beginning of the Neolithic Age. From Piette,
Les Galets Colories du Mas d'Azil, Paris 1896.

3.  Bison hide of the Crow Indians with pic-
torial writing (Pictography). Beginning of the
igth century (before 1838). The star-shaped
figure in the centre represents a shield deco-
rated at the edge with eagles' feathers, which
in its turn displays a camp of tents arranged in
a ring. On the rest of the surface are scenes of
Indians fighting among themselves and with
Europeans. Above on the right are depicted
the severed heads of slain enemies, together
with a list of horses and unmounted warriors,
indicated by means of footprints. From the two
rectangular strips of red cloth some scalps are
still suspended.  The colours employed are
brownish black, red and green. Size about
2oo X180 cms. Berne, Ethnographische Abtei-
lung des Historischen Museums.

4. Page from the Maya Manuscript of Mad-
rid (Codex Cortesianus). A folded book of the
Mayas of Northern Yucatan, between 1200
and 1400 A.D, On paper made of agave fibre,
painted with black, brown, also red and blue
colour. Madrid, Biblioteca del Palacio. (These
particulars and material for the relevant pass-
ages in the text I owe to the kindness of Dr.
Hans Dietschy, of Basle.)

5. Sumero-Accadic baked tile with early form
of Cuneiform writing. The inscription is by a king
of the south Mesopotamian city of Lagash, named
Eannatum. About 2700 B.C., but according Jen-
sen (Die Schrift, Gluckstadt [1935]) about 3200
B.C. 17x21 cms. Berlin, Vorderasiatische Ab-
teilung der Staatlichen Museen, VA 2599.

6.  Babylonian Cuneiform writing. Clay tile
of Nebuchadnezzar II, king of Babylon from
605 to 561 B.C. It is inscribed with his name
and titles. London, British Museum.

7.   Panel portraying an Egyptian official
(with sceptre, staff and writing equipment),
from his tomb. About 2950 B.C. One of the
hieroglyphs above the picture shows the writ-
ing equipment (a tube to hold the reed pens
and ink-vessels); it stands here for the idea
'scribe*. Cairo, Museum.
8.  Papyrus from the 'Lamentations of the
Peasant'. About 2000-1800 B.C. Berlin Mu-
seums, P. 10499. Slightly reduced. From Adolf
Ermann, Literarische Texte des Mittleren Rei-
ches, Leipzig 1908. Volume I, plate 5.
9.  The so-called Rashid (Rosetta) Stone, a
slab of basalt, dug up at Rashid (at the mouth
of the Nile) in 1799, and inscribed with hiero-
glyphics, Demotic and Greek writing. The tri-
lingual text, a tablet in honour of Ptolemy V
Epiphanes of the years 197-196 B.C., afforded
to the Occident our first knowledge of hiero-
glyphics and at the same time the key for their
decipherment by the French scholar J. F.Cham-
pollion.  Dimensions  122x80 cms. London,
British Museum.
10. The so-called Discus of Phaestus. One of
the two sides. Minoan pictorial writing. About
1600 B.C. Middle-Minoan period. Heraklion,
Museum. Diameter of the original about 20 cms.
11. Stele of the Moabite king Mesa. Erected
about 850 B.C. at Dibon (Diban), to the east
of the Dead Sea. Paris, Louvre,
12.  Rubbing of an ancient Chinese inscrip-
tion of the Wei Epoch (386-581 A.D.) with
three styles of writing. From Yang Yu-Hsun,
La Calligraphic chinoise depuis les Han, Paris
1937-
13.  Calligraphy of the Emperor Ning Tsung
(Southern Sung Dynasty) (1195-1224^0.),
Indian ink on silk. Height 25 cms^ Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston.
14.  Japanese woodcut in grey and black
with written characters and two red seals, igth
century. Dimensions of sheet 32x44,5 cms.
Basle, Gewerbemuseum.
15.  Part of a Japanese scroll. Written with
the brush in Indian ink on paper. Background
painting (blossoms) in gold. i8th to 19th cent-
ury. Height 25 cms. Basle, Gewerbemuseum.